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Thomas Merton's Life and Work. Thomas Merton (1915-1968) is arguably the most influential American 
Catholic author of the twentieth century. His autobiography, The Seven Storey Mountain, has sold over one 
million copies and has been translated into over fifteen languages.The Thomas Merton Center and The 
International Thomas Merton Society at Bellarmine UniversityThomas Merton OCSO (January 31, 1915 – 
December 10, 1968) was an American Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic, poet, social activist, and 
scholar of comparative religion.Flannery O'Connor is considered one of America's greatest fiction writers. The 
immensely talented Robert Giroux, editor-in-chief of Harcourt, Brace & Company and later of Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux, was her devoted friend and admirer.


